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SUPPLEMENT 70

25X1A _Mi 4An oflort is being rade to ascoriiin the truih: of
118 report, as well as any details regarding the recont visit of
Premler Hoxua to HMescow. In this commection, your atiention ...
directed to State Depariment cuble , 2974, datod 50 Lovember 1949, ui:.ch
sugested that Hoxha's new military title (promuted from Colonel (onorsl
to General of the Army on 26 Xovembur) night be the first step in = sre~
cautionary movo on the part of the USSR to strengthen her control ovar
Albania, prepar atory to sending a high-ranking Soviel of'ficer to sl
An erticle in the New York Herald Tribunc, dated 13 Degembor 19f9
Belgrade, pointed out thut Hoxha had not returned to albania for +hc
important Independence Day Comi.unist celebrution on 28 November;
doninant figure at the ceremony was Major General Mchiiet Shehu.
sane article status, in part, thal according to reports from Comwr:ilst
circles in Tirana, "in party offices pictures ol General Shehu arc I
up on the walls and that in a fow buildings those of ueneral Hoxh:.
being removed". Im addition, FBIB report of 19 De-on.oor relayec iic
l'remc'q iress Service bulletin that Hoxha had roturned on 15 Decemivi 1949
from his trip vo Moscow, on which he had been accompenied by the {wied
Minister to Tirana., Varied conjectures were given as Lo the reasc.s for
his trip, vut nothing to indicate a fall from “favor with the USSR. FiIB
report ;245 of 19 December 1949 recorded an Albanian broadeast whih
steted that, on 18 December, Generael Hoxha had pranted a rarewell .udienco
to the Hungerian Minister, and finally a spokesman of tho Albeniar. Tagation
in Iiel!‘rade stated on 20 Docamuvor that (.cmeral Toxha had roturned o
Tirvune frow a visit 4o Moscow.
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